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St. James Episcopal Church 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

First Sunday after the Epiphany:  The Baptism of Our Lord                                        
 January 10, 2021 

 
Thank you for joining us as we celebrate and worship God this fine morning. Feel free to speak the 
“people” part of the service along with those present at the church. Otherwise, simply participate with us 
as you would if you were sitting in the pew: join with the rest of the congregation, spread out though close 
in prayer, as we turn our hearts to God. 

 
Opening Hymn #616                             Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free; 
To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 
 
He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in his sight. 
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The Word of God                      BCP p355 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

When appointed, the following hymn or some other song of praise is 
sung or said, all standing 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan 
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: 
Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant 
they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

People Amen. 
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The Lessons 
 
The people sit.   

 
A Reading from Genesis 1:1-5 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let 
there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day.  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 29  Afferte Domino                      BCP p 620 

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders; * 
the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
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5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;  

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 
and strips the forests bare. 

9 And in the temple of the Lord * 
all are crying, "Glory!" 

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

A reading from Acts 19:1-7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions 
and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, 
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They 
replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he 
said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s 
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baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 
in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were 
about twelve of them.  

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Hymn #121         Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized 
 
Christ, when for us you were baptized, God’s Spirit on you came, 
As peaceful as a dove and yet as urgent as a flame, 
 
God called you his beloved Son, called you his servant true, 
Sent you his kingdom to proclaim, his holy will to do. 
 
The Gospel   
Then, all standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

 
   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
           according to St. Mark   (Mark 1:4-11) 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John 
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
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powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he 
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased.”  

   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon                             The Rev. Timothy Hannon 
 
The Nicene Creed                         BCP p358 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
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        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People, Form III                            BCP p 387 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 
humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
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We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 
Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 
of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
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Confession of Sin 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

     The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

Anniversaries – (Bill & Loralee Henry, 1/13) 
 

O gracious and ever-living God, you have created us in your image:  
Look mercifully upon this couple who come to you seeking your blessing,  
and assist them with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love  
they may honor and keep the promises and vows they made;  
through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you in the  
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.    Amen. 
 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences on page 376, or with some other  
sentence of Scripture.  During the Offertory, a hymn, psalm, or anthem may be sung. 

 
Offertory Hymn #448 O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High 
 
O Love, how deep, how broad, how high, how passing thought and fantasy, 
That God, the Song of God, should take our mortal form for mortals’ sake. 
 
For us baptized, for us he bore his holy fast and hungered sore;  
For us temptations sharp he knew; for us the tempter overthrew. 
 

https://www.bcponline.org/HE/offsenthe2.html
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The Great Thanksgiving                                                          BCP p 361 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 

  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  
heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and  
death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that  
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to  
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to  
behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and  
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever  
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us  
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become  
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus  
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human  
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the  
God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,  
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole  
world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it;  
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel  
containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our  
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks  
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,  
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the  
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given  
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  
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This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you  
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink  
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in  
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,  
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the  
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new  
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully  
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,  
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints  
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and  
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor  
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
A period of silence is kept. 
 

Then may be sung or said 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

and may add 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 
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At this time, we invite you to partake of Communion spiritually. The lector will read the following prayer, 
and you can pray with her, or you can pray on your own. 
 
Lector I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I 

cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my 
heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my 
soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you 
in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and 
unending peace. 

 
 Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your 

strength; be my wisdom and guide me in right pathways; conform my 
life and actions to the image of your holiness; and in the power of your 
gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs 
the growth of your kingdom; who with the Father and the Holy Spirit 
live and reign, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen.  

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
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with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn #128                                           We Three Kings 
 
We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and sacrifice;  
Heaven sings alleluia:  alleluia the earth replies.   
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
 
Priest Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the 

Spirit. 
People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia 
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