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St. James Episcopal Church 

Morning Prayer, Rite II 
 

17th Sunday after Pentecost                             September 27, 2020 
 

Thank you for joining us as we celebrate and worship God this fine morning. Feel free to speak 
the “people” part of the service along with those present at the church. Otherwise, simply 
participate with us as you would if you were sitting in the pew: join with the rest of the 
congregation, spread out though close in prayer, as we turn our hearts to God. 

 
Opening Hymn #551   Rise Up, Ye Saints of God! 
 
Rise up, yet saints of God!  Have done with lesser things,  
Give heart and soul and mind and strength to serve the King of 
Kings. 
 
Rise up, ye saints of God!  His kingdom tarries long;   
Lord, bring the day of truth and love and end the night of wrong. 
 
Lift high the cross of Christ!  Tread where his feet have trod;  
And quickened by the Spirit’s power, rise up, yet saints of God! 
 
 
Opening Sentences                      BCP p 78 
 
The Officiant celebrant begins 
 

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, 
and bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. 
Psalm 43:3 
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Confession of Sin                    BCP p 79 
 

The Officiant continues 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence is kept. The Officiant and People together: 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest pronounces the absolution: 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  
 

People  Amen. 
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The Invitatory                       BCP p 80 

All stand 

Officiant           Lord, open our lips. 
People           And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

All now join in saying:  

Venite     Psalm 95:1-7        BCP p 82 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

For the Lord is a great God, *  
    and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
    and the heights of the hills are his also.  
The sea is his, for he made it, *  
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
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For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 
Psalm 25:1-8           BCP pg. 614 

Ad te, Domine, levavi 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 



5 

 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 

Reader:   A reading from Philippians 2:1-13 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation 
from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 
sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus,  

who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God  
as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave,  
being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself  
and became obedient to the point of death--  
even death on a cross.  
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Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name  
that is above every name,  

so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father.  

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not 
only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who 
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 
 

11    The Third Song of Isaiah    Surge, illuminare       BCP pg. 87 
          Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19  

Arise, shine, for your light has come, *  
    and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; *  
    deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.  
But over you the Lord will rise, *  
    and his glory will appear upon you.  
Nations will stream to your light, *  
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    and kings to the brightness of your dawning.  
Your gates will always be open; *  
    by day or night they will never be shut.  
They will call you, The City of the Lord, *  
    The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.  
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *  
    ruin or destruction within your borders.  
You will call your walls, Salvation, *  
    and all your portals, Praise.  
The sun will no more be your light by day; *  
    by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 
The Lord will be your everlasting light, *  
    and your God will be your glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

The Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 

Officiant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
           according to St. Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority 
I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or 
was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If 
we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 
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believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of 
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered 
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, 
‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father 
went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; 
but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 
ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness 
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 
change your minds and believe him. 

Officiant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon           The Rt. Rev. Michael Hanley 
 
The Apostles' Creed       BCP p 96 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
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    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers               BCP p 97 

The People stand or kneel 
 

Officiant         The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Officiant            Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
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     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Suffrages         BCP p 97 
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
 
The Collects         BCP p 98 
 

The Collect of the Day 
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O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing 
mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, 
running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 
heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their 
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
The Supplication       BCP p154 

O Lord, arise, help us;  
And deliver us for your Name's sake  

O God, we have heard with our ears, and our forebearers have 
declared unto us, the noble works that you did in their days, and 
in the old time before them.  

O Lord, arise, help us; 
and deliver us for your Name's sake 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

O Lord, arise, help us; 
and deliver us for your Name's sake 
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V. From our enemies defend us, O Christ; 
R. Graciously behold our afflictions.  
V. With pity behold the sorrows of our hearts;  
R. Mercifully forgive the sins of your people.  

V. Favorably with mercy hear our prayers;  
R. O Son of David, have mercy upon us.  
V. Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear us, O Christ;  
R. Graciously hear us, O Christ; graciously hear us, O Lord 
Christ. 

Let us pray.  
 
We humbly beseech you, O Father, to come to us in our need; 
and, for the glory of your Name, save us in our affliction. May the 
fires cease, and those who fight them come home safe and sound. 
Guard our homes and the lives of our loved ones  and grant that 
in all our troubles we may put our whole trust and confidence in 
your mercy, and evermore serve you in holiness and pureness of 
living, to your honor and glory; through our only Mediator and 
Advocate, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

The Bishop’s Benediction 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 



13 

 

 
 
Closing Hymn #411                 O Bless the Lord, my Soul! 
 

O bless the Lord, my soul!  His grace to thee proclaim! 
And all that is within me join to bless his holy Name! 
 
O bless the Lord, my soul!  His mercies bear in mind!  
Forget not all his benefits!  The Lord to thee is kind. 
 
He will not always chide; he will with patience wait; 
His wrath is ever slow to rise and ready to abate. 
 
Then bless his holy Name, whose grace hath made thee whole, 
Whose loving-kindness crowns thy days: O bless the Lord, my 
soul! 
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