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St. James Episcopal Church 

Morning Prayer, Rite II 
 

16th Sunday after Pentecost                             September 20, 2020 
 

Thank you for joining us as we celebrate and worship God this fine morning. Feel free to speak 
the “people” part of the service along with those present at the church. Otherwise, simply 
participate with us as you would if you were sitting in the pew: join with the rest of the 
congregation, spread out though close in prayer, as we turn our hearts to God. 

 
Opening Hymn #551   Rise Up, Ye Saints of God! 
 
Rise up, yet saints of God!  Have done with lesser things,  
Give heart and soul and mind and strength to serve the King of 
Kings. 
 
Rise up, ye saints of God!  His kingdom tarries long;   
Lord, bring the day of truth and love and end the night of wrong. 
 
Lift high the cross of Christ!  Tread where his feet have trod;  
And quickened by the Spirit’s power, rise up, yet saints of God! 
 
 
Opening Sentences                      BCP p 78 
 
The Officiant celebrant begins 
 

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, 
and bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. 
Psalm 43:3 
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Confession of Sin                    BCP p 79 
 

The Officiant continues 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence is kept. The Officiant and People together: 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest pronounces the absolution: 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  
 

People  Amen. 



3 

 

 

The Invitatory                       BCP p 80 

All stand 

Officiant           Lord, open our lips. 
People           And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

All now join in saying:  

Venite     Psalm 95:1-7        BCP p 82 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

For the Lord is a great God, *  
    and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
    and the heights of the hills are his also.  
The sea is his, for he made it, *  
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
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For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 
Psalm 145   Exaltabo te, Deus                  BCP p801 

1 I will exalt you, O God my King, * 
and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

2 Every day will I bless you * 
and praise your Name for ever and ever. 

3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
there is no end to his greatness. 

4 One generation shall praise your works to another * 
and shall declare your power. 

5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty * 
and all your marvelous works. 

6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, * 
and I will tell of your greatness. 

7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; * 
they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 

8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

Reader: A reading from the book of Jonah. 
(Jonah 3:10-4:11) 

When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned 
from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity 
that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He 
prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said 
while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish 
at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and 
ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my 
life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the 
Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out 
of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for 
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what 
would become of the city. 

The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over 
Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his 
discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when 
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked 
the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a 
sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so 
that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is 
better for me to die than to live.” 
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But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the 
bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord 
said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not 
labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night 
and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about 
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred 
and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand 
from their left, and also many animals?” 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 
 
Canticle 10    The Second Song of Isaiah                      BCP p 86 
                           Quaerite Dominum  Isaiah 55:6-11  

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; *  
    call upon him when he draws near.  
Let the wicked forsake their ways *  
    and the evil ones their thoughts;  
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, *  
    and to our God, for he will richly pardon.  
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, *  
    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.  
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, *  
    so are my ways higher than your ways,  
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.  
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens *  
    and return not again, but water the earth,  
Bringing forth life and giving growth, *  
    seed for sowing and bread for eating,  
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So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; *  
    it will not return to me empty;  
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, *  
    and prosper in that for which I sent it.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Officiant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
           according to St. Matthew  (Matthew 20:1-16) 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After 
agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them 
into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, 
‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and 
about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he 
went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those 
hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual 
daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would 
receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 
And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 
saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
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them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual 
daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 
this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”  

Officiant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon           The Rev. Timothy Hannon 
 
The Apostles' Creed       BCP p 96 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers               BCP p 97 

The People stand or kneel 
 

Officiant         The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Officiant            Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Suffrages         BCP p 97 
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
 
The Collects         BCP p 98 
 

The Collect of the Day 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to 
love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among 
things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall 
endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
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Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their 
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
The Supplication       BCP p154 

O Lord, arise, help us;  
And deliver us for your Name's sake  

O God, we have heard with our ears, and our forebearers have 
declared unto us, the noble works that you did in their days, and 
in the old time before them.  

O Lord, arise, help us; 
and deliver us for your Name's sake 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

O Lord, arise, help us; 
and deliver us for your Name's sake 

V. From our enemies defend us, O Christ; 
R. Graciously behold our afflictions.  
V. With pity behold the sorrows of our hearts;  
R. Mercifully forgive the sins of your people.  

V. Favorably with mercy hear our prayers;  
R. O Son of David, have mercy upon us.  
V. Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear us, O Christ;  
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R. Graciously hear us, O Christ; graciously hear us, O Lord 
Christ. 

Let us pray.  
 
We humbly beseech you, O Father, to come to us in our need; 
and, for the glory of your Name, save us in our affliction. May the 
fires cease, and those who fight them come home safe and sound. 
Guard our homes and the lives of our loved ones  and grant that 
in all our troubles we may put our whole trust and confidence in 
your mercy, and evermore serve you in holiness and pureness of 
living, to your honor and glory; through our only Mediator and 
Advocate, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 
 
 
Closing Hymn #411                 O Bless the Lord, my Soul! 
 

O bless the Lord, my soul!  His grace to thee proclaim! 
And all that is within me join to bless his holy Name! 
 
O bless the Lord, my soul!  His mercies bear in mind!  
Forget not all his benefits!  The Lord to thee is kind. 
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He will not always chide; he will with patience wait; 
His wrath is ever slow to rise and ready to abate. 
 
Then bless his holy Name, whose grace hath made thee whole, 
Whose loving-kindness crowns thy days: O bless the Lord, my 
soul! 
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