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St. James Episcopal Church 

Morning Prayer, Rite II 
 

18th Sunday after Pentecost                                   October 4, 2020 
 

Thank you for joining us as we celebrate and worship God this fine morning. Feel free to speak 
the “people” part of the service along with those present at the church. Otherwise, simply 
participate with us as you would if you were sitting in the pew: join with the rest of the 
congregation, spread out though close in prayer, as we turn our hearts to God. 

 
Opening Hymn #546                                          Awake, My Soul  
 
Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve, and press with vigor on; 
A heavenly race demands thy zel, and an immortal crown, And an 
immortal crown. 
 
A cloud of witnesses around hold thee in full survey; 
Forget the steps already trod, and onward urge thy way, 
And onward urge thy way. 
 
Opening Sentences                      BCP p 78 
 
The Officiant celebrant begins 
 

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, 
and bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. 
Psalm 43:3 
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Confession of Sin                    BCP p 79 
 

The Officiant continues 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence is kept. The Officiant and People together: 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest pronounces the absolution: 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  
 

People  Amen. 
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The Invitatory                       BCP p 80 

All stand 

Officiant           Lord, open our lips. 
People           And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

All now join in saying:  

Jubilate      Psalm 100        BCP p 82 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *  
    serve the Lord with gladness  
    and come before his presence with a song.  

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *  
    he himself has made us, and we are his;  
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
go into his courts with praise; *  
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  

For the Lord is good;  
his mercy is everlasting; *  
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  
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Psalm 80:7-14 Qui regis Israel          BCP p 703 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 
you cast out the nations and planted it. 

9 You prepared the ground for it; * 
it took root and filled the land. 

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 
and its branches to the River. 

12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 
behold and tend this vine; * 
preserve what your right hand has planted. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

Reader:   A reading from Philippians 3:4b-14 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 
more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to 
the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ 
and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings 
by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the 
goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it 
my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal 
for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 
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Canticle 13    A Song of Praise                                      BCP p 90 
    Benedictus es, Domine Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34  

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *  
    you are worthy of praise; glory to you.  
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *  
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *  
    on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.  
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *  
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *  
    in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.  
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *  
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 
Gospel Hymn #518  Christ is Made the Sure Foundation 
 

Christ is made the sure foundation,  
Christ the head and cornerstone,  
Chosen by the Lord and precious, binding all the Church in one;  
Holy Zion’s help forever, and her confidence alone.  
 
All that dedicated city, dearly loved of God on high,  
In exultant jubilation pours perpetual melody;  
God the One in Three adoring in glad hymns eternally.  
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The Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 
Officiant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
           according to St. Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner 
who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in 
it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went 
to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his 
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized 
his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated 
them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 
‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and 
get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard 
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He 
will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 
harvest time.”  

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?  

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the 
kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”  
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When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest 
him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a 
prophet. 

Officiant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon              The Rev. Timothy Hannon 
 
The Apostles' Creed       BCP p 96 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
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    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers               BCP p 97 

The People stand or kneel 
 

Officiant         The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Officiant            Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Suffrages         BCP p 97 
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Collects         BCP p 98 
 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear 
than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or 
deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us 
those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those 
good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through 
the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their 
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Birthdays – (Larry Wilson 9/28; Pete Baumer 10/4) 
 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we 
pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year. Grant 
that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his 
trust in your goodness all the days of his life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
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by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 
 
 
Closing Hymn #483        The Head that Once was Crowned 
 
The head that once was crowned with thorns is crowned with 
glory now; 
A royal diadem adorns the mighty victor’s brow. 
 
The highest place that heaven affords is his, is his by right, 
The King of kings, and Lord of lords, and heaven’s eternal Light; 
 
The joy of all who dwell above, the joy of all below, 
To whom he manifests his love and grants his Name to know. 
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