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St. James Episcopal Church 

Morning Prayer, Rite II 
 

First Sunday in Lent                           February 21, 2021 
 

Thank you for joining us as we celebrate and worship God this fine morning. Feel free to speak the 
“people” part of the service along with those present at the church. Otherwise, simply participate with us 
as you would if you were sitting in the pew: join with the rest of the congregation, spread out though close 
in prayer, as we turn our hearts to God. 

 
Processional Hymn #150         Forty Days and Forty Nights 
 
Forty days and forty nights thou wast fasting in the wild; 
Forty days and forty nights tempted, and yet undefiled. 
 
Should not we thy sorrow share and from worldly joys abstain, 
Fasting with unceasing prayer, strong with thee to suffer pain? 
 
Then if Satan on us press, Jesus, Savior, hear our call! 
Victor in the wilderness, grant we may not faint nor fall! 
 
Opening Sentences                            BCP p 76 
 
The Officiant begins 
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us, 
but if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1:8,9 
 
Confession of Sin                           BCP p 79 
 
The Officiant continues 
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence is kept. The Officiant and People together, all kneeling: 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest alone stands and pronounces the absolution: 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  
 

People  Amen. 

The Invitatory                                BCP p 80 

All stand 

Officiant           Lord, open our lips. 
People           And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
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Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

All now join in saying:  

Jubilate Psalm 100          BCP p  82 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *  
    serve the Lord with gladness  
    and come before his presence with a song.  

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *  
    he himself has made us, and we are his;  
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
go into his courts with praise; *  
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  

For the Lord is good;  
his mercy is everlasting; *  
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  

Psalm 25:1-9 Ad te, Domine, levavi                                                                              BCP p 614 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
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3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 

Reader:  A reading from 1 Peter 3:18-22  

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 
flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a 
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proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of 
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 
And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of 
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is 
at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 

 
Canticle 17    The Song of Simeon    Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32         BCP p 93 

Lord, you now have set your servant free *  
    to go in peace as you have promised;  
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *  
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see:  
A Light to enlighten the nations, *  
    and the glory of your people Israel.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Gospel:   

Then, all standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 

   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
           according to St. Mark 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he 
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased.”  

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in 
the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”  

Officiant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon               The Rev. Timothy Hannon 
 
The Apostles' Creed                    BCP p 96 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
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        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers                           BCP p 97 

The People stand or kneel 
 

Officiant         The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Officiant            Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Suffrages                     BCP p 97 
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Collects                      BCP p 98 
 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by 
Satan: Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; 
and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you 
mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays  

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through 
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our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

A Collect for Guidance  

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We 
humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all 
the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may 
remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your 
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and 
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, 
that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Birthday Blessing (Corrina Daugherty 2/24) 
 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servant N. as she begins another year. Grant that she may grow in wisdom 
and grace, and strengthen her trust in your goodness all the days of her 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving                                                        BCP p 101 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
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and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 
 

Recessional Hymn #527         Singing Songs of Expectation 
 
Singing songs of expectation, onward goes the pilgrim band, 
Through the night of doubt and sorrow, marching to the promised land. 
Clear before us through the darkness gleams and burns the guiding light: 
Trusting God we march together stepping fearless through the night. 
 
One the light of God’s own presence, o’er his ransomed people shed, 
Chasing far the gloom and terror, brightening all the path we tread: 
One the object of our journey, one the faith which never tires, 
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One the earnest looking forward, one the hope our God inspires. 
 
One the strain the lips of thousands lift as from the heart of one; 
One the conflict, one the peril, one the march in God begun: 
One the gladness of rejoicing on the far eternal shore, 
Where the one almighty Father reigns in love for evermore.   
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St. James Episcopal Church 
Presiding Bishop       The Very Rt. Rev. Michael Curry 

                    Diocesan Bishop      The Rt. Rev. Dr. Diana Akiyama 
                    Vicar                  The Rev. Timothy Hannon 

 
 
 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders  
                           Officiant           The Rev. Timothy Hannon 

   Lector            Bill Henry 
 

Today’s liturgy is from the Book of Common Prayer.  
Music licensing is under OneLicense. 
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