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St. James Episcopal Church 

Morning Prayer, Rite II 
 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany             January 24, 2021 
 

Thank you for joining us as we celebrate and worship God this fine morning. Feel free to speak the 
“people” part of the service along with those present at the church. Otherwise, simply participate with us 
as you would if you were sitting in the pew: join with the rest of the congregation, spread out though close 
in prayer, as we turn our hearts to God. 

 
Opening Hymn #539       O Zion Haste 
 
O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling,  
to tell to all the world that God is Light; 
That he who made all nations is not willing  
one soul should fail to know his love and might. 
Publish glad tidings:  tidings of peace,  
tidings of Jesus, redemption and release. 
 
Proclaim to every people, tongue, and nation  
that God, in whom they live and move, is Love; 
Tell how he stooped to save his lost creation,  
and died on earth that all might live above. 
Publish glad tidings:  tidings of peace,  
tidings of Jesus, redemption and release. 
 
Opening Sentences                            BCP p 76 
 
The Officiant begins 
 
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the 
end of the earth.  Isaiah 49:6b 
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Confession of Sin                           BCP p 79 
 
The Officiant continues 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence is kept. The Officiant and People together, all kneeling: 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest alone stands and pronounces the absolution: 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  
 

People  Amen. 
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The Invitatory                                BCP p 80 

All stand 

Officiant           Lord, open our lips. 
People           And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

All now join in saying:  

Jubilate      Psalm 100                   BCP p 82 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *  
    serve the Lord with gladness  
    and come before his presence with a song.  

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *  
    he himself has made us, and we are his;  
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
go into his courts with praise; *  
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  

For the Lord is good;  
his mercy is everlasting; *  
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  
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Psalm 62:6-14     Nonne Deo?       BCP p669 

6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 
truly, my hope is in him. 

7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 
my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 

8 In God is my safety and my honor; * 
God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

9 Put your trust in him always, O people, * 
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 

10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 
even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 

11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 
all of them together. 

12 Put no trust in extortion; 
in robbery take no empty pride; * 
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 
that power belongs to God. 

14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 
for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 

Reader:  A reading from 1 Corinthians 7:29-31  

I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from 
now on, let even those who have wives be as though they had none, and 
those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who 
rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though 
they had no possessions, and those who deal with the world as though 
they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing 
away. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 

 
Canticle 10    The Second Song of Isaiah   Quaerite Dominum   Isaiah 55:6-11              BCP p 87 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; *  
    call upon him when he draws near.  
Let the wicked forsake their ways *  
    and the evil ones their thoughts;  
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, *  
    and to our God, for he will richly pardon.  
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, *  
    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.  
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, *  
    so are my ways higher than your ways,  
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.  
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens *  
    and return not again, but water the earth,  
Bringing forth life and giving growth, *  
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    seed for sowing and bread for eating,  
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; *  
    it will not return to me empty;  
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, *  
    and prosper in that for which I sent it.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 

Gospel Hymn #381             Thy Strong Word did Cleave the Darkness 
 
Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; at they speaking it was done; 
For created light we thank thee, while thine ordered seasons run: 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Praise to thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia without end! 
 
Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, dark as night and deep as death, 
Broke the light of thy salvation, breathed thine own life giving breath. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Praise to thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia without end! 
 
The Gospel:   

Then, all standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 

   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
           according to St. Mark 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news 
of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”  
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As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus 
said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And 
immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in 
their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left 
their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.  

Officiant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon               The Rev. Timothy Hannon 
 
The Apostles' Creed                    BCP p 96 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
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    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers                           BCP p 97 

The People stand or kneel 
 

Officiant         The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Officiant            Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Suffrages                     BCP p 97 
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
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V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Collects                      BCP p 98 
 

The Collect of the Day 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus 
Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we 
and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

A Collect for Grace  

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety 
to this new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall 
into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the 
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your 
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and 
prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, 
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that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving                                                        BCP p 101 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 



11 

 

Closing Hymn #660   O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 
 
O Master, let me walk with thee in lowly paths of service free; 
Tell me thy secrets; help me bear the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 
Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear, winning word of love; 
Teach me the wayward feet to stay, and guide them in the homeward way.   
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